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1 John 4:7-8 – Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God;
and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who
does not love does not know God, for God is love.

be mission aware
By Frank Ulrich, Executive Director
The focus of the Spring 2018 edition
of Voices from the Street is Mission
Aware. This initiative focuses on
allowing you various opportunities to
become more aware of what God is
doing through the Seven Ministries
at Union Gospel Mission. These
opportunities include: receiving a
tour either as part of a group or as an
individual, staying for a day or more at
either our men’s or women’s addiction
recovery centres, or volunteering as
an individual or as a group. Please see
the middle section for more details.

We know from God’s word that God
wants us to love one another. By
being willing to come to UGM and
be made aware of the work we are
involved in, and by volunteering your
time and energy and skills, you are
showing the love of God to the people
that we serve.
Please prayerfully consider how
you can become involved in Christcentered programs for the addicted
and impoverished men, women, and
children of Manitoba.

STREET MINISTRY
Drop-in – Chapel – Soup-line – Meals

Matthew 5:4 – Blessed are
those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.

the comforter

services have lived a rough life and
they are able to identify with grief in
a way that cannot be found anywhere
else. They were silent and listening
attentively as this man shared his
grief with them and the peace and
hope that can only be found in Jesus
at such times. He told them how his
friend had accepted Jesus as his Lord
and Savior and how he was comforted
in knowing because of that, he would
see his friend again in heaven some
day. He also talked about how he
was holding onto the promise Jesus
gave in Matthew 5:4 where He said,
“Blessed are those who mourn, for
they shall be comforted.” The chapel
speaker was soon going to experience
some of that comfort when the
chapel service was over.

After the chapel service, the chapel
guests go into the cafeteria to have
By Mark Kelm, Senior Chaplain
a meal. Then we bring out two racks
When we go and minister to others,
of bread for them. As the chapel
God will often minister to us through
speaker was talking with those getting
the very people he has called us to
their bread, the chapel guests told the
minister to. Sometimes this happens
speaker that they would be praying
during and after the chapel services
for him. A few chapel guests told of
we have at Union Gospel Mission. This their own grief at the loss of a loved
happened a few weeks ago when one
one and how they had found comfort
of the speakers in our morning chapel
in Jesus. When he left, the chapel
service came to preach, even though he speaker said that he had come to
had just received some bad news about minister to the chapel guests, but
a long-time friend of his. His friend had they had ministered to him. This is
just died and the grief was very fresh for why the Lord had moved this man to
him. He told those in the chapel service come and speak in the chapel, even
that he had considered canceling, but
though he was feeling such grief.
felt moved by the Lord to come and
Jesus was planning on fulfilling the
preach anyway.
promise of Matthew 5:4
through the very people the
Many of the street guests
Meal-a-Day
chapel speaker had come to
who come to our chapel
minister to himself.
$
/meal
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1.99

WOMEN’S ADDICTIONS
HEART Recovery Program – Charis Centre
Proverbs 3:5-6 – Trust
in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on
your own understanding;
in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and
He will make your paths
straight.

trusting god
by Marlene Wiebe, Recovery Chaplain
Consider the following questions.
What if you became dependent on a
substance and it took control of your
What if your dad abandoned your
life and you felt helpless to get your life
family when you were five-years old?
back?
What if your mom died when you
Who would you trust? How do you
were seven-years old?
learn to trust?
What if you were sent to live with
Learning to trust God when life has
relatives in another community and
been so painful is a great challenge.
did not feel welcome at their home?
Life experiences have taught us not to
What if you just never felt like you fit
be vulnerable. They have taught us to
in at school?
try and control everything around us so
we will not be hurt again. Letting go of
What if all you knew about Jesus was
the old way of doing life is frightening;
that He was on a crucifix on the wall?
it’s counter intuitive to what we know.
What if, at 15 years of age, you were
At Charis Centre, we are encouraged
sent to high school outside your
to trust God. Trust in God is grown
community and to a billeting home
little by little, day by day. The seed
that felt strange?
of trusting God is planted in faith in
What if you got pregnant at 16 years
Jesus and nurtured by God’s Word,
of age, and your boyfriend and his
prayer, and hearing God’s Word taught.
family took the baby from you and
Trust grows through life experiences,
kicked you out?
through trying and failing and trying
again and through the storms that
What if there were domestic
assail us. Trusting God means obeying
violence issues in all your ensuing
what He asks us to do. We embrace
relationships?
that God is good all the time and “in all
What if CFS took your
things He works for the
children because you
Cherish Charis
good of those who love
invited the wrong person
$
Him.” (Romans 8:28 NIV)
100
/month
or
into your home?
$
1200/year
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christian school
Faith Academy
how the Sunday school teachers are
delivering the Gospel in a way that
her five-year old can understand who
Jesus is. Jill was very intrigued and
asked if her and her daughter could
tag along on a Sunday morning. The
very next Sunday morning, both
mothers and daughters met at the
church and the children went off to
Sunday school, and both mothers
attended the morning service. The
Pastor delivered a very powerful life
changing message, and Jill was taking
in every word that the preacher
was sharing. After the message, the
pastor gave an altar call, and to Sally’s
surprise, Jill got up and walked to the
front of the altar, and received Jesus
Christ in her heart as Lord and Savior!
The beauty of our Sovereign Lord is
that Sally, right from the beginning
was witnessing to Jill and
by Gilbert Plante,
did not even realize it. I
Adopt-a-Student
Ministries Manager
can boldly say that Jill,
$
50/month or
Our Lord uses unique
who has had a tough go
$
600/year
and unconventional
at life, is now a member
ways of getting His
of our Kingdom family.
word out. A few
Once again, this proves to me that we
months back, Sally and Jill were
do not need to be trained theologians
standing outside the Pritchard School
to share the Gospel, we need only
chatting about how their children
to open our mouths and share what
are progressing academically and
Jesus is doing in our lives. Isn’t it
spiritually. Sally was doing most of
wonderful how the Lord orchestrates
the talking and she mentioned how
and achieves His Kingdom work?
her daughter is liking the new Sunday
Sometimes we are oblivious to how
school program at their local assembly. we are achieving Kingdom work. To
Sally was very enthusiastic about
God be all the Glory.

transformed

Psalm 96:3 – Tell of His Glory among the nations,
His wonderful deeds among all the peoples.
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adult education
Faith Learning Centre

the impact of education
by Nelson Gonzalez, Principal
Education by itself, without adding an
adjective that describes it, transforms
a person inside and out. More so is
Christian education, derived from
the Scriptures, a blessing to any
individual. Christian education points
the heart of a student to God, gives
peace to a person, and hope to
receive help from heaven. In addition,
it creates awareness and a heart of
compassion towards the poor. Union
Gospel Mission’s Faith Learning
Centre exists for this purpose.
At our Centre, skills are developed
and goals are met for a better life.
Education leaves our students with

the support they need to succeed
in life. More importantly, Christian
education leaves them with the
knowledge of God and His power to
assist them when needed. The Bible
talks about knowledge being a pillar
of stability in hard times; it refers
primarily to the knowledge of God.
Please continue to pray for Faith
Learning Centre as your prayers are
needed so much. We do not know
where we would be without them.
Students continue to learn about
the Saviour, and are advancing their
knowledge and skills which will prepare
them for employment.

Isaiah 33:6 – Wisdom and knowlege will be the stability of your times,
and the strength of salvation; The fear of the Lord is His treasure.
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UGM Urban

Mission Aware
Program

5 options for you to get involved:
Tour 4 Locations

Groups can book a tour. We will transport you to each location and
in a few hours you will see how UGM helps the least, the last and the lost
through our ministries.

Learn About Inner City Mission

Come and stay overnight. Men stay at 320 Princess St. and women stay at
the Charis Centre. Groups can also stay together at the Family Life Centre.
Breakfast and lunch on Saturday are included, along with the tour of the UGM
locations. We can facilitate groups of up to 12 men and/or 12 women for this
option. Come and see how UGM helps the least, the last and the lost through
our ministries.

Experience Inner City Ministry
Dive in for a week (or longer) of inner city ministry. You will live in a private
room for the length of your stay and eat with the men or women in our recovery
programs. Women have a private room at the Charis Centre, while men have
a private room at 320 Princess St. You will volunteer in one or more areas of
ministry, according to your interests.

“You run two Chapel services a day?”

“Thank you for showing me
such Christian love these last
several days staying here. It
sure has been two wonderful
week of learning. May the
Lord continue to use you in
this wonderful ministry.”

For more information on becoming
involved in Union Gospel Mission
Urban Mission Aware Program:
volunteer@gospelmission.ca
204-943-9904 - ext. 226
www.gospelmission.ca

Group Volunteer Opportunities

Bring a group for a few hours or a day. We have several
different service opportunities for your care group, youth
group, church or Christian school. No group is too big or too
small. See the back page for a few options and ideas on how you
can join us in serving.

Individual Opportunities

Have you thought about volunteering, but do not know where to start?
There are many ways in which God can use your talents at UGM.

Group Volunteer
Opportunities:
Evening Soup Line
Compassion Warehouse
General Cleaning Indoors
Spring/Fall Cleaning Outdoors
Outreach BBQ
Outreach Carnival or VBS
Deliver Fliers

Individual Volunteer
Opportunities:
Street Ministry
Family Ministry
Women’s Recovery Program
Men’s Recovery Program
Operations
Adult Education
Public Relations / Development

“You sponsor how many children to Christian School?”

CHILDREN and youth
Family Life Centre

the power of darkness
By: Ron Albo, Children’s Ministry Worker
The powers of darkness knock on our
door at an early age. At times, I look at
the children who frequent the Family
Life Centre drop-in program and I fear
the worst for them. How long will it be,
if not already, before they are enticed
into the horrors of the drug culture,
or the lure of early sexual encounters?
Are some of them living in toxic home
environments that are impacting them
in undesirable ways?

Although these thoughts scare me, I
know I can turn to our Almighty God
for solace. According to 1 Peter 5:7, I
can cast all my anxieties on Him. That
is a relief.
There is something else I do, and I
will continue to do. I tell the boys and
girls who come to the drop-in about
the hope found in Jesus Christ. I let
them know there is a good and loving
God who wants to have a real and
lasting relationship with them through
His one and only Son; who suffered
excruciatingly for them and then died
for every sin they ever committed or
will commit. Their part is to accept
this gift of incredible grace and then
become a follower of Christ. It is
not easy for them to understand or
accept this. And that is where prayer
comes in. I pray for the children, but
I need help. Can you please put a few
minutes aside whenever you can to
pray passionately for these young
souls?
For these children, there are worldly
pressures that they must bear, mainly
through their peers. And then there
is the alternative of Jesus, which we
know is the best choice. Romans 12:2
says it best: “Do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of
God, what is acceptable and perfect.”

John 8:12–Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world.
He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.
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MEN’S ADDICTIONS
New Life in Christ Recovery Program

rock bottom
By Mark Kelm, Senior Chaplain
Andrew came into the Union Gospel
Mission Men’s Addiction Recovery
Program a couple of years ago. He
struggled with alcoholism for years,
but when he came to UGM, he was
finally so sick and tired of the life he
was living that he decided he would
try a program focused on recovery in
Christ. Often, people have to reach
rock bottom before they are willing
to really try and overcome their
addiction. Andrew surrendered his life
to Christ soon after coming to UGM
and he has not looked back since.
The peace he has found in Jesus has
help you, I will uphold you with my
satisfied his soul so much that he has
righteous right hand.” Andrew says
no desire to go back to the old days
that remembering passages like that
of trying to handle the stresses of life
and being able to be with his brothers
with alcohol. Now he knows that he
in Christ at UGM has been an anchor
can get through stressful days with the
for him. Having his
Prince of Peace.
brothers in Christ come
New Life in Christ
alongside him at this time,
$
Andrew is having to
100/month or
reminding him of the hope
walk with Jesus more
$
1200/year
he has in Jesus is part of
closely now than
being in God’s family, the
ever before as he was
Church.
recently diagnosed with
stomach cancer. Like most people
Andrew is following now what Jesus
who receive this kind of diagnosis,
taught in Matthew 7:24-26, where He
Andrew was scared at first. But
said that we need to build our lives on
Andrew remembered Isaiah 41:10
the solid foundation of His teachings
where it says, “… fear not, for I am
and salvation. In doing so, when
with you; be not dismayed, for I am
the storms of life come, the solid
your God; I will strengthen you, I will
foundation of Jesus will hold strong.

Isaiah 41:10 – Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed,
for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you,
I will uphold you with my righteous righ hand.
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FAMILY MINISTRY
Family Life Centre

a sense of urgency
by Gilbert Plante, Family Ministries Manager
We have a small group of women who
attend Bible studies on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Some of the women have
come to Christ in a very radical and
dramatic way. Sometimes, after years
of attending the Bible studies, the
scales on their eyes fall off and they
receive Christ in their hearts and the
gospel becomes crystal clear. You can
immediately notice the difference in
their demeanour and the way they
talk about their past and present life
experiences. Those who have not been
saved seem empty and without hope,
but those who have been radically
changed radiate a beam of hope and
the love of Christ shines through them.
These new believers have a sense of
urgency in their prayers and you can

feel the emotion that overcomes them
when they pray for their lost siblings,
children, and other unsaved family
members. Many of the women in
the community come from homes of
uncertainty and brokenness, but the
Family Life Centre is a city of refuge
where they come to be fed spiritual
food that helps them get through
the week. It is a privilege to open our
doors to these women and to get to
know them on a personal basis. We cry
together, we rejoice together, but more
importantly, we share Jesus together.
Please be in prayer for the women of
the North End and their families. Pray
that Christ is in the center of every
detail of their lives, and He is their
main focus as they go about their lives.

Psalm 46:1 – God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
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CLOTHING TOSS BOX PROGRAM
NEW LOCATIONS:

•
•
•
•

New Life Baptist Church, Stonewall
Steinbach Christian Fellowship Church, Steinbach
McDermot Avenue Baptist Church, Winnipeg
Eva’s Restaurant, Vita

Toss Box Locations now can be found in:
• Anola
• Steinbach
• Lowe Farm
Visit
• Stuartburn
• Mitchell
tossbox.ca
• New Bothwell • Vita
for a location
• Winkler
• Oakbank
near you
• Winnipeg
• Pine Ridge
•
Stonewall
• Rosenort

SPRING Needs:
• Shorts, Running Shoes, Sandals, T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Rubber
Boots
• Styrofoam Plates, Cups, Bowls, Plastic Forks, Knives Spoons
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UGM Winkler Dessert Evening Sunday, May 6, 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Maranatha Christian Fellowship - 175 First Street, Winkler, MB

Blumenort/Steinbach Dessert Fundraiser
Date: TBD

Easter Street Meal
We will be serving over 300 guests
a full Turkey Dinner. We need your
help putting on this event:
• Volunteering - We need 40 to
help greet, serve and pray
• Donating Food - Ham, potatoes,
mixed vegetables, pies and juice
If you can help with any of these
needs please contact Rosanne:
• 204-943-9904 Ext.226 or
• volunteer@gospelmission.ca

If you would like to host an event in your church or community to
help raise awareness and/or funds for Union Gospel Mission,
please contact Jeff Gilfillan at (204) 943-9904 ext. 237
Listen to a program of hymns
Monday - Friday 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Union Gospel Mission
telephone 204-943-9904
email rescue@gospelmission.ca
mailing address –
PO Box 1073 Stn Main, Winnipeg MB R3C 2X4

www.gospelmission.ca
Frank Ulrich Executive Director
Jeff Gilfillan Public Relations 204-943-9904 ext 237
Businesses/Volunteers/Groups/Speaking/Preaching

Altona

Steinbach

Boissevain

spending of funds is confined to Board Approved

Programs and Purchases. Each gift designated toward an
approved program will be used as designated, with the
understanding that when any given need has been met,
or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the
Board, designated gifts will be used where needed most.
Gifts are acknowledged and receipted with an official
receipt for income tax purposes.
Join us on Facebook &
Twitter for daily updates

