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THANK YOU to all of you By Frank Ulrich, Executive Director
“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be
thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through Him.” Colossians 3:15-17 (NKJV)
I am thankful to God for each one of
you. Thank you for praying for Union
Gospel Mission! I am very humbled when
I hear from you that you are praying for
UGM. We need your prayers and they are
working! Thank you for donating gently
used clothing for those we serve. We are
honored to be able to provide items such
as underwear, socks, toques, and gloves to
people that God created whom we love!

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Faith Academy
celebration life service
Join us on Facebook &
Twitter for daily updates

Listen to a program of hymns
Monday - Friday 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Altona
Steinbach
Boissevain

Union Gospel Mission has
a variety of guest speakers
for your next event,
whether that be a Men’s Breakfast or
a Ladies Tea, a youth rally or concert
or a focus on mission’s event.
We will even come and speak to a
small group such as a pot-luck with a
purpose, a Bible study or a missions
committee.
We are still available to help with
pulpit supply as well.
To arrange a special speaker please
contact Martin Chidwick at
204-943-9904 Ext. 237.

By Gilbert Plante
Back in December, I had the privilege to
officiate the celebration of life service for
a mom in our Christian School Program.
Our dear sister in the Lord went to bed
on a Saturday evening and awoke in the
presence of her Saviour Jesus Christ. Her
sudden passing has left the father and his
six children in a state of new beginnings.
These new beginnings actually began in
2013. When the oldest daughter came
home from school one day after hearing a
Gospel message at our Pritchard Campus,
she insisted that the entire family receive
Jesus as their personal Saviour. The next
day after the daughter made this proclamation to the family, I received a phone
call from mom wanting to know what
it is that we are teaching her children.
This was my first opportunity to share
the Gospel of Jesus with mom. Over

Thank you for providing us with some of the
funds that God has given you, to allow us to
offer Christ-centered programs to people in
our province who are struggling with poverty
and addiction.
I am thankful to God that through you, we
have been blessed with food, clothing and
finances so that we can share the gospel with
the people who we serve.

the course of a couple of months with the
persistence of the daughter and my home
visits, mom went to the Pritchard campus and
asked one of the teachers if they would help
her receive Christ into her life.
This was a new beginning for mom and
daughter; and it was not long afterwards that
the entire family was walking with Jesus. My
home visits continued over the years and it
has been an overwhelming blessing to see
firsthand how a family can learn and grow
spiritually. Yes, the passing of mom devastates
the family; however, they have peace in their
hearts knowing that because of Jesus, they
can face tomorrow. Mom is more alive today
than she has ever been. For this North End
family, it is a new
beginning with many
challenges ahead.
This is one more story
to add to the value of
the Christian School
Program that changes
the lives of individuals
for eternity!

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.“
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV)

adult education
Faith Learning Centre
GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
By Nelson Gonzalez, Principal
In order for our school to keep going
as a Ministry of Union Gospel Mission,
students must enroll. At the closing
of last school year in June 2020, we
were really praying that there would
be sufficient student registries for the
start of the next academic year, which
was to commence in September.
Enrollment initially was very slow in
the middle of uncertainties because
of the pandemic in Winnipeg, but still
more cases of COVID-19 came later in
October. We waited for students to
enrol and it seemed at times we might
not have enough students.
Then suddenly, prayers were
answered and we can say that an
unprecedented 40 students enrolled
in our school. Despite all the
unknown and even death looming
around us, God has kept the school
running as students have worked
very hard to sustain their efforts and
achieve academically. We know that
we are not the only ones who pray for
the school; so many donors also pray
diligently every day. The school would
not be here without your prayers; we
sincerely believe this.
What is it that we have learned? God
is faithful, even during the times when
all around us seem to be contrary to
the best circumstances. As we have
learned, 40 students were being
prepared by the Lord to be sent to our
school. The Lord is worthy of praise
for all the goodness that we have
received. We serve a mighty God who
blesses all people through Union
Gospel Mission. May the
best continue to happen in
the next year for all. God
is present and He listens
to prayers; for this we
are forever grateful!

“Your steadfast love,
O LORD, extends to the
heavens, your faithfulness
to the clouds.” Psalms 36:5

STREET MINISTRY
Drop-in – Chapel
Soup-line – Meals
from abandoned to
belonging
By Carel Cloete
Phyllis and her younger brother were
discovered at a dumpster when Waste
Removal Services found them starved
and abandoned by their mother. The
siblings were separated and placed
in foster care and never saw their
mother again. The physical scars from
beatings on Phyllis’ body are clear
reminders of the difficult years spent
in a strict foster home.
At the age of 19, Phyllis moved from
Nova Scotia to Winnipeg. She started
working as a security guard and
shortly after, gave her life to Jesus. She
got married and had two children, a
daughter who died a few months ago
and a son with whom she lost contact.
Phyllis, now 86, had been involved
with UGM since 1955. At the time
Police told her about UGM. She makes
use of the food bank and is a regular
visitor between 2-4 pm for drop-in.
Phyllis says she wants to thank the
Lord for a place like UGM. She praises
God for every volunteer, donor and
worker that makes it possible for UGM
to keep their doors open to people in
distress and in need of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and
lean not on your own understanding; in
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He
shall direct your path.” Proverbs 3:5-6
(NKJV)

TEARS OF JOY!
By Daniel Glawatzki,
Operations Manager

“Greatly desiring to see
you, being mindful of your
tears, that I may be filled
with joy.” 2. Timothy 1:4
Not long ago, I had
breakfast with a young
man in our program. When
I asked how he was doing, he

said: “I am fine and oh….I just realized
I am sober for six months now as
of today from drugs and alcohol…
all because of Jesus!” Tears started
to form in his eyes. I swallowed and
replied, “Yes, thank you, Jesus - we
are celebrating this victory with you,
brother!”
Seeing lives being touched and
transformed through Jesus, that is
what Union Gospel Mission is all
about! Thank you for remembering
the tears of those in need. I cannot
express in words how thankful I am
to the Lord for HIS provision amid
Covid19. People were so obedient
and faithful, blessing the Mission with
food, clothing, blankets and sleeping
bags to bless others in need!

“And the King will answer and say to
them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, in as much
as you did it to one of the least of these
My brethren, you did it to Me!’” Matthew
25:40 (NKJV).

STREET TO SANCTUARY
AND NEAR TO GOD
By Martin Chidwick
It is before 6:30 am on a winter’s
morning. Two men of vastly different
cultures and ethnic backgrounds are
talking. The Bible is open to Psalm 73.
A Bible commentary has introduced
them to a new word, “despondency”.
Street life had been their existence.
Wickedness had led to prosperity
(verse 3). Pride was their necklace
and violence covered them as a
garment (verse 6). They scoffed
and spoke with malice (verse 8) and
their tongues strutted throughout
their ‘empires’ (verse 9), but they
were never satisfied. They became
dejected, discouraged, lost. They
became “despondent”!
The reading continued until they
alighted on verse 17 – “until I went
into the Sanctuary of God, then I
discerned their end”. Union Gospel
Mission turned out to be their
‘sanctuary of God’. Now both men say
“But for me it is good to be near God;
I have made the Lord God my refuge,
that I may tell of all your works” (verse
28). Praise the Lord!

WOMEN’S ADDICTIONS
BREATHE & HEART
Recovery Program
Charis Centre
EVEN IN THIS – JESUS
By Edee Frank

“We give no offense in anything, that
our ministry may not be blamed.  But
in all things we commend ourselves as
ministers of God: in much patience, in
tribulations, in needs, in distresses.” 2
Corinthians 6:3-4 (NKJV)
Looking back at 2020, we see a year
of concentrated growth. That seems
like an odd thing to say, but let’s look
at what happened. We all know
about the sweeping restrictions that
have been brought in due to the
Covid-19 panic. These restrictions
have been difficult for many of us at
Charis, both our residents and staff.
We’ve had to limit who can enter our
building, we’ve reduced the women’s
freedoms, etc. Yet, the ministry
continues. We continue to work with
the women who are here in order
to bring them to a life of recovery
through Christ Jesus.

has begun to change her behavior
from being on the street, homeless
and involved in prostitution, to that of
a mature woman. She is exploring her
spirituality as she is learning about the
love of God.
Alana says, “Having been in many
treatment programs, this is the first
one to help me get closer to God.
Being together with other Christians
has solidified my recovery.”
In all, Christ is glorified!
CHERISH CHARIS:
$100/MONTH OR $1200/YEAR

FAMILY MINISTRY
Family Life Centre
GOD’S POWERFUL WORD
By Marlene Wiebe
A young man walked into the Family
Life Centre in need of emergency
food. His name was very familiar to
me, so I asked him where he grew up.
The response was, Thompson.
Twenty five years ago I was serving
with a ministry in Thompson. I served
alongside a missionary pastor and
got to know his wife and some of his
children and grandchildren.

Throughout the past year, we have
continued to teach, to counsel,
to love and to admonish. Several
women have come to
know Christ and
we celebrate as
they grow in
Him. Since
the beginning
of Covid here
in Winnipeg,
we have
celebrated seven
graduations. The
celebrations have
been more modest than
usual, yet we want to encourage the
women and acknowledge the work
they have done.

A lot of life has happened to this
man since then and it hasn’t all
been wholesome and good. He was
now experiencing homelessness, but
had hope of getting a place of his own
soon.

Lindsay says, “With Covid raging on, I
feel safe here, I don’t have to isolate
alone.”

As we talked of spiritual things, he
said he prayed and had hope in the
Lord.

Tiffany says that through the work
with her counsellor and chaplain, she

Please pray with me for this man, that
the Bible verses and truths which he

So I asked this man if he was the
missionary pastor’s grandson
and he said he was.
As a little boy, he went to
Sunday School and church,
attended Bible Camp and
became a believer in the Lord
Jesus.

was taught as a child would invade
his mind and heart and that he would
serve the Lord. My heart is moved
that God used UGM to bring physical
help and spiritual encouragement to
the offspring of the missionary pastor.
I think it was an answer to his prayers.

“So shall My word be that goes forth from
My mouth; It shall not return to Me void,
But it shall accomplish what I please,
And it shall prosper in the thing for which
I sent it.” Isaiah 55:11 (NKJV)

MEN’S ADDICTIONS
New Life in Christ
Recovery Program
trusting jesus
By Mark Kelm, Senior Chaplain
Joseph has a hard time trusting
people. Just coming into the men’s
addiction recovery program at UGM
was a big step for him. He is a young
man, but he has already been through
enough traumatic events in his life that
opening up about them is difficult. As
a result, he struggled with a great deal
of anger and bitterness that has built
up, to the point where he easily loses
his temper with others. He can often
come off as angry with people when
he is projecting anger from many years
ago. This is why it is amazing that he
has opened up to the chaplains about
his past.
Joseph desperately wants freedom
from the anger and bitterness that has
fueled his life so far which a played a
major role in his addictions problems.
Once he heard about the peace and
hope that can only be found in the
Lord Jesus Christ, he knew he had to
have that. He began to open up about
his past and realized that he can trust
the chaplains and missionaries at
UGM. He even began to come to the
prayer meetings, seeking peace with
Christ. He has found that what Jesus
said in Matthew 11:28 is true where
Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest.” Joseph is resting more and
more in the forgiveness and peace that

By Ron Albo
Despite a pandemic that has curtailed
many of the events at the Kid’s Club,
the program is still functioning.
Previously, the children gathered after
school in the gym, where we would
participate in a variety of activities.
The afternoon session would
culminate with a snack and a Bible
lesson.
With the government-imposed
restrictions, the Kid’s Club was forced
to make adjustments. No longer can
we meet in the gym and play games.
However, the children can still drop
by the Family Life Centre, where they
stay outside and receive a take home
snack. The Gospel is proclaimed
outdoors. The Bible lesson is repeated
to every individual who picks up a
snack. Masks are worn and social
distancing is encouraged. Typically,
children come and go from about 3:30
P.M. to 4:30 P.M. In that time period
an average of approximately twelve
children stop by.
What could explain the reason these
children come by on a cold winter
day and stand there listening to God’s
Word? Well, it seems our loving God
has instilled in these little ones a need
to stay connected to the Family Life
Centre and to hear the truth of the
Gospel. God is in charge of all things,
and is certainly not confined by a
virus. God is nothing but glorious.

“Be still, and know that I am God; I will
be exalted among the nations. I will be
exalted in the earth.” Psalm 46:10 (NKJV)
ADOPT-A-STUDENT:
$50/MONTH OR $600/YR

365 days a year, UGM has
the privilege of serving
the feet that have trudged
to our premises, through
all weather; dragging
weary bodies in search of
food, shelter, a shower, a
change of clothing, prayer,
love and affirmation.
In 2020, the burdens that
those feet have carried
have been doubly heavy.
The burden of Covid, the
closed doors, the stigma that comes from being vulnerable, has made it
very challenging for all. We are here to share with all who visit us, in the
words of a favourite 1960’s song, “You’ll never walk alone”! It’s Jesus.
We would like you to consider walking for UGM and raising funds by
putting together a team and walk under the banner of “The Coldest Night
of the Year” (CNOY). Teams can walk anytime during February, or on
February 20th when other teams across Canada will unify with one
purpose, to raise funds for their local charities. Walk in your local area
anywhere in Manitoba and put UGM and your community on the map!
Imagine, while walking, that you are trudging, unwanted from place to
place (didn’t Mary and Joseph feel a bit like that?) and imagine it is very
cold (this winter has been mild so far). Be in communion with God and
record your thoughts. Take pictures or videos as you walk and please
share them with us! Let us have fun and raise support for UGM. Join
with us to make Manitoba the ‘king’ of the CNOY event and blow past
our goal of $20,000!!!

For information and to register your team
Click Here
Or call Martin at 204-943-9904 ext. 237 about the event

NEEDS LIST
CLOTHING:
• mittens
• gloves
• underwear
• long-johns/ long
underwear
• boots
• winter jackets

FOOD:
• ground beef
• other cuts of beef
• fruits & vegetables
• canned soups
• canned meats
• Kraft Dinner/boxed
macaroni & cheese
• milk

If you can help with any of
these needs please contact
Rosanne at 204-943-9904
Ext. 226
Reminder: all meat products
have to be from a store or
licensed facility.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH
Family Life Centre
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By Martin R.L.Chidwick, Development Manager
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NEW LIFE IN CHRIST:
$100/MONTH OR $1200/YEAR
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Coldest Night of the Year
Fundraising Walk-a-thon
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can only be found in Jesus. If you need
that peace today, may the Lord heal
you with His peace, as He is doing for
Joseph.

