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Join us on Facebook &
Twitter for daily updates

Listen to a program of hymns
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Union Gospel Mission has
a variety of guest speakers
for your next event,
whether that be a Men’s
Breakfast or a Ladies Tea, a youth rally
or concert or a focus on mission’s
event.
We will even come and speak to a
small group such as a pot-luck with a
purpose, a Bible study or a missions
committee.
We are still available to help with
pulpit supply as well.
To arrange a special speaker please
contact Martin Chidwick at
204-943-9904 Ext. 237.
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THANK YOU
By Frank Ulrich, Executive Director

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 (NKJV)
There are so many reasons that I am
thankful. Most of all, I am thankful to our
Heavenly Father for giving us His Son who
died on the cross for our sins in order that
we can look forward to spending forever
with Him in heaven. This gospel message
permeates through all seven of our
ministries.

from the street can leave our premises
dressed with our donors’ gift of physical
dignity. (We literally receive visitors with
no shoes and only in the clothes they
have worn for weeks.) Through donors’
faithful giving, we continue to meet all
of our financial obligations. We are so
grateful!

I am also thankful to God for His provision.
He has blessed us with a bounty of food
with which to feed the poor and needy
24/7. He has blessed us with a bounty of
clothing and shoes; so often our guests

Thank you to everyone who gives,
volunteers and prays for Union Gospel
Mission. We love you and we cannot
serve people who are struggling without
your involvement.

STREET MINISTRY
Drop-in – Chapel
Soup-line – Meals

After about a year and half on the streets,
the police picked Brandyn up. She was put
into a series of group homes and ended up in
independent living. At age 15, Brandyn was
able to leave the group homes. She found a
job, got her own place and completed grade
12. She also went to college and completed
a Child and Youth Care diploma.

HIS DAUGHTER, OUR
POTENTIAL SISTER!
By Carel Cloete, Chaplain
Brandyn grew up in a very abusive home
in Regina, Saskatchewan. Because of the
physical and sexual abuse from her father,
her mother left him and took her and her
siblings with her. She remarried and they
moved to Winnipeg.
Brandyn adopted a good work ethic
from her mother. She used to deliver
newspapers as a kid and worked hard at
school. Sadly, Brandyn was exposed to
the same cycle of abuse in her step dad’s
home. At the age of eleven, she started
using weed and at 12 years old she ran
away from home. Brandyn lived on the
streets, started drinking and partying.
Then in her eighth grade she dropped out
of school.

For the next 16 years of her life, Brandyn
worked for the same company. Her life was
meaningful and had purpose, until a friend
introduced her to Crystal Meth. This ill-fated
choice put Brandyn back on the streets,
homeless and struggling with addiction.
In search of a shower and food, Brandyn
was directed to UGM. She has been using
the drop-in facility for the last year and a
half and would like to thank all the donors,
volunteers and staff at UGM that makes this
possible.
Please pray for Brandyn as she struggles
with addiction, that God will step into her
situation and deliver her from addiction.
Pray for the salvation of her soul, for healing
and complete restoration of Brandyn’s body.

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” Psalm 23:1 (NKJV)

WOMEN’S ADDICTIONS
BREATHE & HEART
Recovery Program
Charis Centre
“FOR SUCH IS THE
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN”
By Loriann Tulk, Charis Centre Manager
We are always excited to see what
plans God unfolds at Charis as we
continue to seek guidance from Him.
Life’s challenges and obstacles are
sometimes God’s way of expanding
our minds, abilities and potential to
serve Him and His children better.
One of the focuses of our program is
reunification with moms and children.
A lot of planning and care goes into
making sure that mom is in the right
space in her recovery before fully
transitioning the children. One of
the things that mom really has to
focus on to get to that place is trauma
counselling.
During a recent reunification, Charis
Recovery Counsellors were asked
to facilitate counselling with the
children in addition to mom. Due
to the challenges of the pandemic,
the services that are regularly
available to facilitate reunification
counselling were not available. This
would normally be done by outside
agencies in connection with Child and
Family Services. As the Manager, I
prayerfully agreed to see this through
and we devised a plan to have the
two children move in and receive
counselling.

As the process started, we realized
how God was using this situation to
open a new door at Charis. There
have been such positive results
coming out of this unforeseen
situation that we have decided to
make it a regular part of our program.
God used the skills and talent of one
of our missionaries to fill a need that
we were previously overlooking.
All of a sudden, the idea seemed
so obvious. Why are we putting so
much work into making sure mom is
healing and not providing the same
counselling to the children who have
also had their little lives ripped
apart as a part of mom’s
struggles?
The statistics show
that most individuals
struggling with
addiction have
experienced
trauma and
neglect. Childhood
trauma turns into
adult addiction. God has
provided a means for us to begin
the healing in the children before they
grow up and continue the cycle of
substance abuse.
At Charis we are thrilled with this new
venture! God has allowed us to be a
part of breaking the cycle. We thank
God for unforeseen challenges!

“Then little children were brought
to Him that He might put His hands
on them and pray, but the disciples
rebuked them.  But Jesus said, “Let
the little children come to Me, and
do not forbid them; for of such is
the kingdom of heaven.” And He
laid His hands on them and departed
from there.” Matthew 19: 13-15 (NKJV)
CHERISH CHARIS:
$100/MONTH OR $1200/YEAR

UPCOMING EVENTS:
UGM Gladstone Dessert Night, Oct 2, 7pm at Gladstone Christian Fellowship
UGM Altona Banquet, Oct 9, 6:30pm at Rhineland Pioneer Centre
UGM Community Thanksgiving Dinner, Oct 10, 11am to 1pm at 320 Princess
UGM Winnipeg Banquet, Oct 16 & 17 at North Kildonan MB Church (Times TBA)
UGM Carman Dessert Night, Nov 1, 7pm at Friends Community Church

FAMILY MINISTRY
Family Life Centre
GOOD AND FAITHFUL
SERVANT
By Marlene Wiebe, Women’s Ministry
In 1991, two women shared the same
passion; to start a Ladies Bible Study
at Family Life Centre.
(That story was published in Voices
from the Street, February and March
1997.) Since then, Lena Johnson and
Ann Diachun have faithfully served
the ladies as they led singing,
taught Bible lessons, prayed
for and interacted with
the ladies at Family Life
Centre on Wednesdays.
We are so thankful for
how God has used their
genuine love for the ladies
and their burden for their
spiritual welfare to further
His kingdom on earth.
Sadly, on March 27, 2020, Lena
Johnson went to be with her Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
We praise God for Lena’s life and the
many years of faithful service to UGM.
She leaves a big hole to fill.
The ladies at FLC were very fond of
Lena and have expressed how much
they miss her. This is what they had to
say about her: “Beautiful lady inside
and out.” “Always greeted us with a
smile.” “Taught us how to apply the
Word of God to our lives.”
Lena also gave of her time to sort
through donations at the UGM
Princess location. She would send FLC
household goods and then come and
set them out so the ladies could take
these things home. The ladies really
enjoyed perusing these items. Lena
had a passion for books and would

Our upcoming events are subject to government
Covid regulations. In the event we are unable
to host a physical gathering, we will be advising
alternate plans. Your well-being is our priority.
We need your prayers!

bring over the books she knew the
ladies here would enjoy. Ladies have
taken home many Bibles and books
over the years; some of them report
back of how they have been blessed
by these books.

of Christian schooling. As scripture
tell us in Psalm 28:7, “The Lord is my
strength and my shield; My
heart trusted in Him, and I am helped;
Therefore, my heart greatly rejoices,
and with my song I will praise Him.”

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of His saints.” Psalm 16:15 (NKJV)

“Be strong and of good courage, do
not fear nor be afraid of them; for
the Lord your God, He is the One who
goes with you. He will not leave you nor
forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6 (NKJV)

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Faith Academy
A CRY FROM THE STREET
By Gilbert Plante, Family Ministries
Manager
The 2019-2020 school year ended
in mid-March with a very unusual
twist, “COVID-19”. The students were
not able to attend school because
of the pandemic. Caregivers were
introduced to home schooling and not
all caregivers were willing or even able
to help their children with their online
academics.

ADOPT-A-STUDENT:
$50/MONTH OR $600/YR

MEN’S ADDICTIONS
New Life in Christ
Recovery Program
TORMENT TO PEACE
By Mark Kelm, Senior Chaplain

The first prayer we ask is that
the students return to school in
September and recover from the
absence of a classroom. For some
students, a regular classroom was a
reprieve from a dysfunctional home
life. Our second prayer request is
that we are in need of students for
sponsorship! Currently we have one
Kindergarten student enrolled when
we require 4-6 Kindergarten students
in order for it to be financially feasible
to operate.

Todd came into the men’s recovery
program in June of 2019. He was a
shy young man who had already been
through a lot in his young lifetime. He
was addicted to drugs and his life was
falling apart. He knew he needed to
get help. He came to UGM because
he heard that our recovery program
was biblically based and he was
desperate to find peace in his soul. He
had already experienced too much
rejection from others and was scared
of being hurt again. We assured him
that we were here to help, not hurt
him and that the Lord Jesus Christ was
the only one who could really bring
peace to his soul.

For a variety of reasons, 8 students
will not be returning to Faith Academy
as sponsored students. Our overall
enrollment is down and we need
to register more high school and
elementary students. Please pray
that our Lord softens the hearts
of caregivers who are living in the
North End, to be open to the idea

After a few months of counselling with
the chaplains and Bible study classes,
Todd began to find the healing peace
that he was looking for. He found
forgiveness and acceptance in Jesus
and his brothers-in-Christ at UGM.
The wounds from the past were finally
getting healed as he embraced more
and more of his relationship with

Christ. Todd was able to get his Grade
123 at our Adult Eductation Centre.
Today, Todd has graduated from our
recovery program and is now an intern
at UGM. He is looking forward to going
to university some day and his future
looks much brighter now that the light
of the gospel has turned his night into
day. Todd now knows what it means to
find rest for his soul as Jesus promised
He would do for those who follow Him.
If you too need that peace, then please
come to Jesus today!

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
Matthew 11:28 (NKJV)
NEW LIFE IN CHRIST:
$100/MONTH OR $1200/YEAR

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Family Life Centre
THE GOOD SOIL
By Ron Albo, Children’s Ministry
Teaching children about Jesus has
difficulties. Children are no different
than adults, in that they are running
from God. They don’t appear to like
God. But, they need to hear about
the God who loves them so much
that Jesus was sent into the world to
take the punishment of our sins upon
Himself. When hearing this good
news, the “seeds” are planted and the
Holy Spirit takes responsibility.
The children who come to the Family
Life Centre for Kid’s Club are, for the
most part, un-churched individuals.
All too many times it seems that God’s
Word falls on deaf little ears. However,
at times hope is demonstrated. A
case in point is a young girl, new to
the area, who has been coming to the
drop-in for several weeks now. She
seems completely captivated during
the Bible lesson. This young girl

OUR NEEDS FOR FALL:
• Fall jackets, hoodies, runners, sweat pants, jeans
• Food: canned goods, canned meats (tuna, etc.) bottled water, government inspected or
store bought eggs, government inspected or store bought beef, pork, chicken and cereal
• Household items: all-purpose cleaner (Mr. Clean, etc.), toilet paper, laundry pods
• Female hygiene products, diapers, baby wipes
Donations can be dropped off at 320 Princess Street, Winnipeg

learned the John 3:16 verse within the
first three days she arrived (some of
the children never want to learn it and
for others, it takes years). She is now
capable of answering the question of
why Jesus came to earth and how He
took away our sins. She knows quite
a lot intellectually, doesn’t she? But
has it changed her heart? Has this
given new meaning to her life? Is she
right now, or will she in the future,
become born again? Right now, only
God knows.
This is an unusual step to take here,
but please stop what you are doing
right now and spend just a little time
praying for this beautiful young girl.
Her heart has already been prepared,
so pray the Holy Spirit turns her heart
into the “good soil” necessary for
eternal life.

“The eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that you may know what
is the hope of His calling, what are the
riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints.” Ephesians 1:18 (NKJV)

OBSERVATIONS,
CHALLENGES AND PRAISE

for repairs. The demand for shatter
proof, impenetrable glass because of
Covid has created a shortage.
In June, an addict assaulted one of our
residents, who then required stitches
inside his mouth. The addict’s psychosis
determined Johnny Cash music was a
threat to his life. A young lady, Della,
was encouraged to visit us and asked
to speak to a chaplain. Those in the
know say this person is physically and
mentally abused by street people. She
has no sense of self worth. After a
bathroom visit she left the Mission,
refusing our help.
The increase in irrational and angry
behavior of addicts can be witnessed
24/7. Even at 6 a.m. driving down town,
it seems that every second pedestrian is
under some substance influence; I have
witnessed at least 3 attempts recently
where those addicted have stepped into
the path of oncoming traffic. I have had
to take evasive action, so have others.
A girl named Rhonda who was found
sleeping, quite literally on the side walk
just 100 yards from us, barefoot and
drugged, was encouraged to visit the
Mission. She left born again, in shoes…
but what has become of her now?

On a beautiful summer’s day, one can
take a drive north on Main Street and
out towards Lockport and pass two
busy golf courses, brand new well
landscaped homes, boats on trailers,
R.V.’s on the road, health facilities and
a plethora of new vehicles and well
dressed people.

Stepping outside the door on a Friday
evening, a young man, Kris, shared in
excited tone that he was on Main Street
Projects wait list for detox. This was
his first attempt after several years on
the streets addicted to Meth. He was
distraught that his dealer girlfriend
would not follow suit. I encouraged him
to consider applying to UGM recovery
program when he was at Main Street.
(We need to pray for more detox
facilities, especially Christian ones).

CONTRAST- The sights and scenes
around 320 Princess are often
unpleasant. Recently a man kicked in
a glass panel on our front door as he
tried to pick a fight with our overnight
watchman. Another man busily
demonstrated his physical prowess
to his girlfriend by breaking off our
outdoor spigot with his foot. Several
days previously we had two large
window panes smashed by an irate
man. Our resident’s lounge has been
robbed of 2/3’s of its light while waiting

Into all these ‘street scenes” and painful
rhetoric, our supporters help enable us
to bring the life and transforming Voice
of Our Risen Saviour. What a privilege
to share. We praise God for your
support and love. Thank you!

By Martin Chidwick, Development
Manager

Sadly, Covid cash (CERB) has enabled
many homeless and addicted people to
indulge their habit of choice. The lure of
temporal pleasure gives way to another
psychotic adventure in hell. The need
to refuel escalates and overdosing
increases.

ADULT EDUCATION
Faith Learning Centre
A BATTLE TO KNOW THE
TRUTH
By Nelson Gonzalez, Principal

“For I know the thoughts that I think
toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of
peace and not of evil, to give you a future
and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV)
This is the story of Albert (not his
real name), one of our students who
graduated on June 30 of this year
with his high school diploma. This
student spent most of his life in his
country of origin, wondering if he could
ever realize his dream of getting an
education. Over the course of many
hard circumstances, he was able to
migrate to Canada. Here he discovered
free education at Faith Learning Centre
through the Union Gospel Mission.
Albert marvelled at the many things
that he received with no charge, which
would be costly in other parts of the
world. While studying in our Centre,
he spent the happiest time of his
life realizing the very dream that he
kept and longed for to happen in his
life. He is now a senior with the smile
of a teenager and the enthusiasm
of a toddler, let alone his deepest
innocence.
He is not married and does not have a
family. He just told me recently that
he is beginning to live his life and that
the future will be brighter for him as he
is planning to go to college.
Even though he is a Muslim, he was
interested to take our Bible Doctrine
course. He changed his mind a couple
of times, but we were able to convince
him to carry on. He said, “Ok!” So, he
finished the course and gained some
understanding of the doctrine of the
Scriptures, God, angels, Jesus, salvation
and the like.
The teachers loved Albert. He showed
them great respect and constant
unending thankfulness. Our prayer is
that the seeds planted will take root.

