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When you read through this edition the
Voices and Prayer Warriors, you will hear
about many stories of how God is moving:
and working in powerful ways in the lives-:
of the people that we serve.

For those of us who are privileged to serve =

as missionaries and volunteers here at
Union Gospel Mission, we get front row

seats to how God is making a way in the ~,-~_—-“

wilderness and desert of the hearts of men
women and children that we serve. :

Every single day we are able to observe
many lives being changed, in Jesus” mighty
name. Here are just a few that come very
quickly to mind. A gentleman in our
program has been able to stop smoking
through fervent prayer. A young man who
joined us for our lunch ministry, althougl
intoxicated, asked me to hold his hands
while | prayed that he would be able to live
free from addiction in Christ, further to this
request from him.
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(‘GOD WILL MAKE A WAY’ CONTINUED.)

Please pray that the Holy Spirit
would continue to work to transform
lives for Him. Eternal destinations
are at stake and personal lives,
families and the culture of our city
and province are significantly
impacted.

‘/ ISKI-’IB\Q:W-W A
\\ ' i

As the P.R. person at UGM, | could
not resist sharing with you a little
more insight in to the culture of

UGM.

Every pay period, our Office
Manager solicits a staff member to
give words of encouragement to
staff. We call all our paid staff,
‘missionaries’. Every one of us must
have the ability to share

the gospel and represent Jesus,
wherever we are, wherever we go.
We are far from perfect however,
and need reminders of that, and that
we need the Lord’s constant
instruction.

Lisa Schau, teacher at our Adult Ed,
submitted the following humbling
yet inspiring words:

“As we seek His face this month,
brothers and sisters, what are we
seeking?

1. Glory for ourselves for being so
righteous?

2. Blessings for ourselves and our
loved ones that are merely more
material comfort, or less annoyances
or inconveniences?

Oh no! Please God, do not let us
settle for lesser things, or set our
hearts on them! Forgive us for so
quickly slipping into those habits of
mind! We want to know more
deeply:



1. To know more deeply the blessing
of union with Christ. Nothing less.

2. To cast off the uncleanness of our
hands, the idolatry of our hearts and
our deceitful commitments.

3. To desire only the righteousness
that is a gift from the God of our
salvation, so that we will all the more
delightedly tell others of this gift
freely available!

4. To be more than a few who do
these things. Make us a generation of
those who seek your facel Multiply
your salvation in our families, our
ministries and our neighbourhoods!
Multiply your people’s true
prayerfulness, seeking your face
continually.”

Doesn’t this inspire, excite and move
us to greater service? Wow...Nobody
But Jesus can lead us like He does!
Please pray we remain teachable,
always.

PSALM 24:3-6

Breath Of God

How is your imagination? Please
picture the scene. At 320 Princess,
behind & to the southeast corner of
the building, our men’s recreation deck
sits above our drop-in and part of the

chapel. The deck overlooks Henry
Street & the alley behind us.

On this particular day, Kerry was, in his
own words, “Breathing out the Holy
Spirit” on the ‘street’ people gathering
below on Henry Street. Clark was
standing with him and inquired of




“The Spirit of
God has made
me, and the
breath of the
Almighty gives
me life.”

10B 33:4

want to plant

seeds. | want

to become a
pastor.”

In June two fellow missionaries and | got to
witness the fruit of what the Lord does at Charis
Centre. One of our ladies graduated from an
adult Ed program at a well know college. She was
overwhelmed with gratitude when she was asked
to be the valedictorian, and excitedly accepted

i the privilege.

Upon putting much effort into her speech, she



and thankful to the Lord for the
courage that He has given her, to
speak the truth and declare Jesus!

finally perfected it, thanking the
Lord for being in the center of her
successful journey and ending it
with her favorite Bible verse from
Proverbs.

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart
and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways
submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight.”, Proverbs. 3:5-6.
When she submitted her speech for
approval, she was told that she
could not include her faith in her
speech and that it should be
inclusive of all spirituality. She

approached us in tears feeling very Chans Centre Intern

discouraged and wanted to back

out. We talked with her and Amber is in her second stage at the
encouraged her to give the Charis Centre and working

speech that she wanted to give (she EEIMINETENBINI RO EIS LY
had read it for us earlier and it was Recently Amber has been thinking

very beautiful and appropriate). of her old friend Alice. Amber has
wanted to find her and tell her
“thank you for taking me to church
when | was young.” Amber has not
been able to find Alice yet, but this
testimony of Alice pouring love
into Amber’s life when she was
young and influencing her for God
Today we watched her give her is a great example of what God
original speech in front of her calls all Christians to do; love
teachers, friends, family and guest. others.
With confidence, she declared her
God got her through this journey
and encouraged her classmates with
her favorite Bible verse. After the
ceremony she told us that she went
to the person who advised her not
to do her speech and to remove the
Lord from it, and stood up for her
faith. We were all SO proud of her




Caroline’s Baptism
Testimony

Luke 15:3-7: So He told them this
parable, saying, “What man among
you, if he has a hundred sheep and
has lost one of them, does not leave
the ninety-nine in the open pasture
and go after the one which is lost
until he finds it? When he has found
it, he lays it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. And when he comes home,
he calls together his friends and his
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice
with me, for | have found my sheep
which was lost!” | tell you that in the
same way, there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance.

| invited Jesus Christ in my heart
when [ was a little girl. | knew there
was a God but [ didn’t know Jesus
personally. | knew He died on



(‘CAROLINE’S TESTIMONY’ CONTINUED.)

the cross for our sins and rose on the 3rd day.
I would go to LBE (Living Bible Explorers), Bible
camp and Sunday church. But as | got older |
stopped going. At age 16 | lost my best friend.
That’s when [ lost all faith. [ questioned God.
“If He is so good, why did He let bad things
happen?” Always why, why?

| started drinking, then pills. At 18 | did coke,
then at 21, meth. | suffered a lot of trauma, pain
and abusive relationships. | blamed God and
others around me. | remember when | was sick
of living like that and wanted to get help, but |
couldn’t stop using. My trauma kept haunting
me. | tried to end my life a few times, but the
Lord kept me alive.

| got into trouble and went to prison for
awhile. | thank the Lord for that, cause | healed
a little bit in there. | learned healthy coping
skills and kept me safe from covid. | tried (to
quit) the traditional way, but it didn’t work for
me cause | went back to my old ways and back
to using.

| got reintroduced to Jesus from an

ex-partner who is a drug dealer that was a
Christian that had slid. His testimony was so
powerful, | wanted that kind of encounter. He
got me my first Bible and we went to a Holy
Communion April 2023. That relationship didn’t
work cause | was still an addict, so was he. |
sobered up a bit after, then met an evil person
who hurt me and [ got back into drugs.

| knew [ didn’t want to go back down that road
once again, so | went into detox. There is when
| realized | was powerless and needed Jesus. |
couldn’t do it on my own. | told Him to “take
control and | will surrender my life, let’s do it

“| tried to end
my life a few
times, but the
Lord kept me
alive.”

“Let’s do it Your
way cause it’s
not working my

way.




(‘CAROLINE’S TESTIMONY’ CONTINUED.)

Your way cause it's not working my
way.” So | read Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John, and that’'s when [ got to
know my Saviour personally. Now I
know Jesus, before | knew of Him.

Since coming to Charis, I've
encountered Him in many ways. |

was delivered from addiction. | -—"I’]
repented of sins and turned to God CARENS B'A:BITI'M 1

—

and Jesus. It was the best decision
and changed my life completely.
'm so in love with my Saviour,

cause God is love. He has given me
so much to look forward to cause |
know He is with me and has me. |
pick up my cross daily and follow
Him, for the rest of my life. He is

my redeemer, friend, my Saviour By 22, | had started drinking and
and Lord. [ will praise Him forever .

) : using a lot and [ had turned away
ansl Euve all i ey oo fim, from Him. | was an alcoholic for 15
years. Nothing or no human could
help me. Because of my drinking, |
lost my house, kids and family. |
went to treatment but my sobriety
didn’t last long. I started drinking
and using again. | felt alone,
JOHN 15:13 = hopeless and worthless. My life was

B [l out of control. | was hurting my kid,
family and myself.

| came from a Christian home. |
grew up knowing God. At the age of
12, [ gave my life to the Lord. |
would go to church and read my
Bible, | had a good relationship with
Him.

[ couldn’t do this anymore so one
day | prayed and asked God to help
me stop. He led me here to Charis. |
didn’t think | would last here, but
day after day, | was learning more
about God and praying to how to
have a relationship with Him. |
repented of my sins and asked for
forgiveness.

[ want to get baptized to show my
commitment to the Lord. | deny

myself and give Him my life. My
old self is dead and gone and this
baptism is a representation of me,
a new creation in Jesus Christ, and
| belong to Him.



(‘KAREN’S TESTIMONY’ CONTINUED.)

| remember the feeling, for the first
time | felt so free. For the first time
| could feel the love, a love so big
that | could have never gotten from
someone else.

My life changed drastically. | started
to see things differently. The Lord
God, the Lord Jesus has been so
good to me and [ am beyond
grateful for all that He has done. He
saved me from my addictions. He
has completely given me a new life.
A life filled with His light. He
constantly gives me strength and is
the reason why I breathe. He is my
source of Joy, comfort and peace.
Truly, He is deserving of all praise
and glory. I love and praise my one
true Lord.

I want to be baptised today to show
God’s redemptive work in my life
and that He is the only one in
whom salvation is found. Amen.

ISAIAH 41:10

Hello! My name is Rebecca. I'm 18
years old, born in Revelstoke, BC.
This is my testimony to you, but
most importantly to God.

| truly came to know the Lord in
April. | surrendered to Him a few
months ago, at one of my old jobs
with a sweet Christian client.
Although | didn’t truly know Him as |
do now.

When [ found the Lord is a different
story. [ was at a point in this world
where nothing mattered to me,
especially myself. | did anything to
run and cope with the painful,
constant thoughts; traumas, shame
and fears. | never felt good enough
to even pull myself out of it and
honestly was stuck in a cycle of
addiction, self-pity and self-hatred. |
hit rock bottom in a matter of
months without even realizing it at
first. But then God was revealed to
me. | surrendered to him within that
month, but ultimately it’s a choice |
make everyday to Christ Jesus and
myself.

Over the past couple of weeks I've
gotten asked the question quite
frequently “Who is God in your
life?”, so I'm going to tell you. God
in my life is my hero, friend and
Father. God knit me precisely in my
mothers womb, He’s always with me



and always has been. He knows when [ sit and
when [ stand. He knows the words and thoughts
even before | do! He knows ME and with that, the
messiest parts too, but He loves ME!

He is my hero because He saved my life. He
pulled me out of satan’s grasp and placed me
under His wing, within His righteous, pure hand.
He gave His one and only Son for me and you.
“He was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our
sins, He was beaten so we could be whole. He was
whipped so we could be healed,” Isaiah 53:5.

So you see, His love is so grand and sincere He
gave his innocent Son, so we could have a
relationship with Him and have the gift of
eternal life.

I've heard the words, “God brings beauty out of
disaster” and I'm living proof. | wouldn’t be here today
thankfully and joyfully declaring what [ am, if it wasn't
for our heavenly merciful Father.

Hebrews 10:31, “it is a terrifying thing to fall into
the hands of the living God.”

If you don’t believe that, look at our fallen world
with changed eyes. It's not our God who takes us
into addiction, depression, abuse or quite frankly
anything negative of this world.

“The thief’s purpose is to steal, kill and destroy.
My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying
life.” John 10:10.

That doesn’t mean I'm not sinful and that
everyday is a piece of cake. No that’s not even
slightly true. It means | have someone to give
my anxieties, troubles, heartaches and
difficulties to, and have full faith I'm being
helped, heard and graciously seen. | have love
and someone to lean on in the hardest part of
my life.

PAGE 10




God continues to work on me
everyday, with love and kind
discipline; He gives me endurance,
hope and a knowing. | will not stray
from my God. My life has changed
because of Him. I actually live now,
because without Him it isn’t life, it's
death.

Thank you Lord for saving my life!
Amen.

does not hold solutions that are
sufficient to undo the brokenness
and to heal the wounds of those
who are hurting. This left me eager
to search the Scriptures and
understand the hope that is found
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Understanding Addiction

When you think of substance
addiction, what would you consider
the opposite to be? Most people
would say sobriety. In a viral 2015

.. Ted Talk delivered by Johann Hari,

“There is a way that seems righ

0 aman but it’s end is the way of

Finding True Freedom, An
Independant Perspective
BY DANIELLE MANN

How the Charis Centre, a ministry of
Union Gospel Mission, is bringing
the hope of Jesus Christ to women
struggling with addictions in
Winnipeg.

As a second-year student at Millar
College of the Bible, 've had the
opportunity to volunteer at the
Charis Centre for the past seven
months. Before attending Millar, |
studied Social Work in university. In
doing so, | realized that the world

UGM VOICES & PRAYER WARRIORS

an enticing phrase was presented

that would shape how professionals
- and the general public would

. approach addictions; a topic that no
person remains untouched by. Over
30 million people have listened to

Hari’s profound ideas, many of
whom were inspired to start new
recovery programs, engage in
further research, and advocate for
political reform. Here’s the
concluding statement which gripped
the hearts of so many people and
compelled them to action:

The opposite of addiction is not
sobriety; the opposite of addiction is
connection.”

The duration of the TED talk
elaborates on how research
supports this notion. He explains
that his hypothesis began after an
animal experiment observed that
rats living in a community opted for
normal water, whereas rats existing
in isolation gravitated to water and
at times consumed a lethal amount.
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is a costly one. It is clear that
connection is crucial to recovery;
however, | would like to present a
slightly different variation of Johann
Hari’s premise...

The opposite of addiction can be
connection, but it depends on what/who
you are connecting to.

With strong connections and
meaningful human relationships, a
person might be able to maintain
sobriety, develop passions or
interests, and make positive
contributions to society; however,
let us not forget that we live in a
deeply broken and fallen world.
People let us down. Always.
Unforeseen circumstances happen,
illness ravages, and tragedy strikes
with or without notice. No amount
of human connection can foster the
resilience needed to navigate life in
a world of this state and live with
freedom, restoration, and healing.
There must be something more.

At the Charis Centre, women
struggling with substance abuse are
invited to develop a relationship
with the One who is unshakeable
and unchanging. The mission exists
to “bring the eternal life of Jesus to
those who have lost hope” and to
“help the less privileged by
providing an opportunity for
restoration, transformation, and
healing.” After interviewing two
women in the program, it is clear
God is using the Charis Centre to
accomplish just that.




“The opposite
of addiction is
connection;
however, a
relationship
with Christ is
the only one
with the power
to save.”




Thou Art Holy, There Is None
Beside Thee

I've known Nora™ for over four years.
Her partner Jason®, who is
significantly older than her, was in
UGM’s men’s recovery when | started
working at UGM in January 2020.
Nora would come regularly with their
toddler daughter and infant son to
visit Jason. To help, | would engage
with their daughter so that Nora and
Jason could eat lunch and converse
with each other.

Jason left the program early in 2020
but he and Nora and children would
come by regularly to visit and join us
for lunch. Sometimes Nora would
come on her own, with and without
her children.

Nora is quiet and reserved and a
very good mother. Her love for her
children is very evident. Part of her
joy of coming to UGM was watching
her children being loved on by the
UGM staff. | enjoyed watching Nora
as she would sit and serenely smile
as she watched the different staff
play with her children.

On this day, Nora had come alone. It
was a miracle that she even found
her way to UGM. She was so
lethargic, slumping over with her
eyes rolling back into her head.
Despite her condition | could tell, by
her responses, that Nora was
listening to me. She was willing to
listen but not willing to cooperate.

An ambulance was called, the EMS
used Narcan to block the affects the
drug was having on her, causing
Nora to become angry, leaving UGM
looking for her next fix.

.‘!(

Two visits later the drugs are not as
strong in Nora. We are able to have
a conversation. She listens intently
as | share scripture of God’s love
for her and her need to submit to
Him. But when | say that she is a
good mother, Nora rolls her eyes up
and looks away. Nora has accepted
Satan’s lies over her. | can tell that
my words are not changing her
mind. She is

willing to accept Jesus as her
Saviour. | pray with her but Nora
leaves UGM with the “I'm not a
good mother” shame weighing
heavy on her heart.

As | continue to pray for Nora, the
hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God
Almighty!” comes to my mind. In
particular the words “Holy, holy,
holy!l Though the darkness hide
Thee, though the eye of sinful man
Thy glory may not see; only Thou
art holy, there is none beside Thee,
perfect in power, in love, and
purity”. It is because of the perfect



(‘THOU ART HOLY” CONTINUED.)

love of God that Nora continues to
come to UGM and it will be the
perfect love of God that draws her
to her knees. Praise our holy God,
who is perfect in power, love and
purity, and who is the only hope for
the Noras and Jasons that UGM is
called to serve. There is none beside
Him! Please pray for UGM as we
strive to continue to serve with this
truth and hope.

“names changed to protect their identity.

“Only Thou art holy,
there is none beside
Thee”

PSALM 37:23-24



KERRY WITH CHAPLAIN GEORGE
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Clark Owen

What do you say of a man who we
all loved and miss so much? A man
who over the years, battled
addiction and battled the pain of
rejection and self-worth. A man who
had lived in our men’s recovery
program more than once. A man
who early in 2023 was in a coma for
3 weeks. A man who the Lord
delivered out of that coma

(medically it seemed hopeless) and
brought him back to his family at
320 Princess.

In the 15 months or so that Clark
was with us, we witnessed him soar.
His hunger for God’s Word was an
example to us all. His willingness to
engage in conversation, share some
of his journey, but listen as others
spoke, was refreshing and healing.
He was an intern and loved working

BY STEPHEN BILSKI,
MEN’S RESIDENT SUPERVISOR

with our street guests. Yes, his body
had been beaten up by years of
abuse. But his mind, his soul and
his spirit were sharp and hungry for
more of God.

Clark turned 60 years old shortly
before his passing at 320 Princess.
He has left a wonderful legacy,
while heaven gained a saint. It was
a privilege to count him as

our brother.




(‘FRACTURED-FORGIVEN" CONTINUED.)

telephone call to his sister Mona. Among the
topics, a poignant moment neared; as Marc made
mention that he was extremely fatigued. He
shared with his sister that he had asked God to
take him home to be with Him. Before ending the
telephone call, Marc told his sister that he loved
her and she said that she loved him as well. That
was the last that she heard from Margc, as it seems
that God heard his prayer and acknowledging
Marc’s weariness, brought him home to be with
Him soon thereafter. Yet, while she and her
family, Marc’s beloved mother Lucille, along with
his siblings, as well as numerous relatives and
friends grieved, Marc Soucy felt no such emotion,
nor held any sentiment about the matter, as his
days of being chained to a sin imbued world were
over, and he was now present with the Lord. Marc
knew his true home was in the company of his
Creator.

We read in Holy Scripture in 2 Corinthians 5:8,
“Yes, we are of good courage, and we would
rather be away from the body, and at home with
the Lord.” With this in mind, we need to hold fast
to God’s word and declare confidently that while
God’s love is ever present, that God also holds us
accountable for what we do with the Gospel when
we are of sound mind. We can see in Romans 1:20,
“For since the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood
from what has been made, so that people are
without excuse.” It is in those moments Marc
treasured Jesus more than anything else, and God
honours that in Eternity.

Let us think on these verses in the book of
Romans to bolster our perspective. “Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is

“Yes, we are of
good courage,
and we would
rather be away

from the body,
and at home
with the Lord.”

MARC

“Who shall
separate us from

the love of
Christ?”

ROMANS 8:35




written, ‘For your sake we are being
killed all the day long; we are
regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.” No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us.” Romans
8:35-37

In the present time, our roles and
responsibilities do differ, but it is
important to bear in mind that we
are all equal before God. Make no
mistake, we are all fractured, yet we
are forgiven, have been redeemed
and are beloved of God. Not losing
sight of what Jesus did for us and
how God views us is essential in
how we should live in community

Listen To His Voice

Recently a Radio Host asked one of
our team to share a few words on
our ‘Nobody but Jesus’ Radiothon.
Before they could respond to the
request, their Bible fell open at
Isaiah Chapter 12 and they heard a
voice say “Not you, but Me. Share
My words. They are enough!”

What a privilege to read scripture

over the radio waves. Thank you,
CHVN 95.1 FM, for being a station
that allows for honouring Jesus!

as Christ followers and should be
our sole framework for how we
represent Jesus and His message of
salvation to others as we go about
our day. It is imperative that we
pause and have a focused time of
reflection on the truth that can only
be found in Christ Jesus. Jesus is
the ONLY way to God the Father
and not simply one of the ways.
This life is no mere dress rehearsal,
no, it is a most important time
where Who we serve, counts. As we
remember Marc, do not err and
conclude that his legacy was that
he struggled, but rather know that
his legacy is Who he served and
trusted. Hear this and know, that
victory is found only in the finished
work of Jesus Christ!

Isaiah 12: “You will say in that
day: “I will give thanks to you, O
LORD, for though you were angry
with me, your anger turned
away, that you might comfort
me. “Behold, God is my
salvation; | will trust, and will
not be afraid; for the LORD GOD
is my strength and my song, and
he has become my salvation.”
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. And
you will say in that day: “Give
thanks to tze LORD, ca{I upon his
name, make known his deeds
among the peoples, proclaim that
his name is exalted. “Sing
praises to the LORD, for he has
done gloriously; let this be made
known in all the earth. Shout,
and sing for joy, O inhabitant of
Zion, for great in your midst is
the Holy One of Israel.”




SAVE THE DATE

ON THE ROAD

AUGUST 6, MORDEN - BEST WESTERN HOTEL
11AM-3:30PM
AUGUST 13, WINKLER - DAY’S INN
11AM-3:30PM

JOIN UGM & MILLER COLLGE
FOR A

_ I/

STEINBACH, SELKIRK - TBA

\\
_%18 0CT- 7:00P

NKMB Church, 1315 Gateway Rd
ALL TEENS WELCOME

RSVP TO :
ROSANNE MCLELLAN@GOSPELMISSION.CA
OR 204:943-9904

AT NOON & 6:30 PM
~ NKMB Church,

1315 Gateway Rd
| Tickets at 204-943-9904
ex 237

Men’s Addiction Program

Please pray for the following men

in residence:

Ken, Kelly, Brian, Tyler, Henry, Ruy,
Kirby, Kerry, Raymond, Chris, Cory,
John, Matthew, David, Abram

Women’s Addiction Program

Please pray for the following women
in residence:

Amber M, Jennifer, Rita, Calli,
Vanessa, Karen, Emily, Angel,
Rebecca, Jillian, Delima, Daphne,
Danielle, Jacqueline, Marlee,
Samantha, Angelina, Annette, Amber,
Taryn & Erin

Please pray for the Charis Centre for
wisdom and discernment for staff.
Pray specifically against demonic
activity and attacks against the
residents in our program, for
bondage to be broken and freedom
from any attachment that individuals
have to spiritual darkness.

Contact us @gospelmission.ca
Union Gospel Mission Winnipeg
ugmwinnipeg

UGM Winnipeg

Union Gospel Mission Winnipeg

Donations to Union Gospel Mission
can be mailed to:

P.O. Box 1073, STN Main

Winnipeg, MB R3C 2X4
204-943-9904

Spending of funds is confined to Board Approved Programs and
Purchases. Each gift that is designated toward an approved
program will be used as designated, with the understanding that
when any given need has been met, or cannot be completed for
any reason determined by the Board, designated gifts will be used
where needed most. Gifts are acknowledged and receipted with
an official receipt for tax purposes.

Registered Charity # 119275758 RR0001



