


Our Eternal Home
“The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; His mercies never come 
to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.”  
(Lamentations 3:22-23)

God has been faithful to Union 
Gospel Mission for 90 years as of 
October 2023.  Thank you Heavenly 
Father!

Union Gospel Mission started up in 
the height of the great depression in 
a building on Main Street, just north 
of Logan on the east side.

Our mission statement is to provide 

Christ-centered programs to people 
in our Province struggling with 
poverty and addiction.

On an annual basis, I report to our 
Strategic Planning Committee how 
I think we as an organization are 
doing on staying true to our mission 
statement and we have a discussion 
on this topic.

For the coming decade, unless Jesus 
returns or calls me home, I will do 
everything I can to ensure that every 
facet of this ministry stays Christ-
centered.  Please undergird UGM in 
prayer in this regard.

Frank Ulrich, Executive Director

C H R I S T I A N  S C H O O L
( A D O P T )  P R O G R A M____________________
Faith of Grandparents

The Christian School Program is a 
Ministry that sees many different 
ways that children today are being 
raised.  There have been times 
over the years where we have 
had grandparents raising their 
grandchildren, and they want 
their grandchildren to have a solid 
Christian foundation.  Through the 
conversations and home visits that 
I have had, grandparents are torn 
over the fact that their children are 
in no position to raise their own 
children. There have been times that 
the biological parent shows up after 
being away for some time and wants 
back into the life of their child.  At 
times, this is very good, because the 
parent has cleaned themselves up 
due to an addiction or some other 
affliction. However, there are times 
where the parent trying to reunite, 
creates more havoc and undoes the 
solid ground that has been built. 

This year, we have for the first time 
Great Grandparents are raising their 
great grandchildren. When I first 
met with Great Grandma, she was 
very determined to have her great 
grandchild enrolled at a Faith based 
school.  We had a wonderful chat and 
prayer time about the struggles and 
challenges that her and her husband 
face.  We talked about the past 
struggles of Residential School and 
60’s scoop that she and her husband 
went through.  To my amazement, 
she talked about the forgiveness 
that was needed to take place in 

order for healing to occur. This great 
grandmother has much wisdom!

Then she spoke of not having the 
answers on how to raise a child 
in the year of our Lord 2023. As 
a regenerated Saint, she sees the 
darkness all around us, as we 
continue to live in a fallen world.  She 
is concerned of going home to glory 
before the great grandchild enters 
high school. At this point all I could 
tell her was to continue to trust in 
the Lord and lean not on our own 
understanding. 

Gilbert Plante, 
Family Ministries Manager

Please join with me in prayer for 
this family, as well as each of the 
sponsored students and families.

“The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; My heart trusted in Him, and 
I am helped; Therefore my heart 
greatly rejoices, And with my song I 
will praise Him.”  Psalm 28:7

F L C  C H I L D R E N ’ S 
M I N I S T R Y____________________
Deeper Faith

Praise the Lord for all He has done 
and the work He continues to do with 
the children we minister to!  Recently, 
we have had anywhere from two 
to twelve children attending our 
after school clubs.  We have been 
introducing new group games to the 
children so that we have something 
new to look forward to each day.  
Some of these new games have 
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all on drugs and her life spiraled 
downward.

Fast forward to Ladies Day July 
5, 2023, when a woman claiming 
to be Candy walked through the 
doors.  We didn’t recognize her.  She 
is gaunt, with short dark hair and 
wearing a ball cap. Her behavior 
is disruptive and argumentative. 
She was obviously suffering from 
drug-induced psychosis.  She again 
attends Ladies Day regularly and the 
staff strive to be patient with her 
behavior, which sometimes causing 
anxiety to other guests.  Pray for us!

I have been questioning God whether 
Candy has hope of freedom and 
healing from this drug. Then I heard 
Richard’s testimony at our UGM 
banquet and yes, in the Lord Jesus, 
there is hope!  

Marlene Wiebe, Women’s Ministry

Please pray with us that Candy 
would seek God and find Him before 
it is too late.

“Let Your mercy, O LORD, be upon us, 
just as we hope in You.”  Psalm 33:22

FA I T H  ( A D U LT )  
L E A R N I N G  C E N T R E____________________
Fall Update

Wow!  God has answered our 
prayers for more students and more 
consistent attendance! September 
saw 6 to 12 students per period, 
not to mention more prospective 

students for mid-entry later this 
term.  Please pray that attendance 
and participation will remain strong.  
One of our students has asthma 
brought on by the cold - a miracle 
is needed.  Please pray for the 
physical/mental/spiritual health of 
all students!

A new computer coding class began 
in September.  Please pray for me to 
have wisdom as the instructor and 
for the first and only student so far 
to have growing knowledge and 
skill.  Over the summer and even 
now, teachers are preparing new 
courses to offer in January (Family 
Studies, Work/Life Transitioning, 
Bible 41G).  The Bible course requires 
approval from the government, 
which we have been waiting on since 
September – thank you for your 
prayers in this matter!

Because I have been busier as a 
teacher and as an administrator 
due to some unforeseen technical 
issues requiring resolution before 
the end of November (please 
pray), it has been a great blessing 
to have a valuable and dedicated 
volunteer.  Phil started at the end 
of last school year and worked 
throughout the summer to develop 
and begin implementation of new 
office systems.  Given the high 
‘one-on-one’ needs of students along 
with more attendance, teachers 
also feel pressed at times.  I trust 
that in the future, God will prompt 
others to also reach out without 
being asked (like Phil) and that these 
new volunteers might be passionate 
about tutoring students one-on-one, 
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become their favourites and they 
want to play them daily. 

We have noticed that many children 
have started to become disengaged 
during our Bible lesson time, 
regardless of the format or how 
interactive the lesson is.  We’ve had 
many opportunities to have one on 
one conversations with the children 
and youth attending club, which has 
proven to be impactful.  We have 
been able to connect with them on 
a deeper level and they are more 
comfortable asking questions and 
talking about challenging topics 
without the presence of their peers. 

We had an incredible summer in the 
Camp Ministry this year, with 1367 
children and youth attending a Bible 
camp.  Of those 1367, 165 made a 
first time commitment to Jesus and 
305 either recommitted their lives 
to Him or noticeably grew deeper 
in their faith throughout their time 
at camp.  Over the summer, eleven 
children and youth were baptized 
upon the confession of their faith! 

Cassie Pearson, 
Children’s Ministry Leader 

Points of prayer for children’s 
ministry: 
•	for the children to be engaged in 

lesson time at clubs 
•	 for the staff and volunteers to have 

wisdom and guidance to reach 
each child Biblically

•	for staff to be able to continue 
having deep conversations with 
the children and for the truths we 
share to settle into their hearts 

•	 for the children who are excited to 
learn about Jesus to remain excited 
and curious as they grow and learn 
more 

•	for protection against Satan’s 
attacks 

•	 for the children who have made 
spiritual commitments and those 
that were baptized at camp, as we 
know Satan wants to destroy these 
precious lives

F L C  W O M E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y____________________
Hope in the LORD

In June 2018, when I first came to 
Family Life Centre to oversee the 
Women’s Ministry program, I met 
many women.  One of the women 
at Ladies Day on my first Wednesday 
was Candy (not her real name), 
she had three young sons and the 
youngest was a toddler.  They lived 
across the street from FLC and 
the two older sons attended the 
Children’s Program that happens at 
FLC, so I got to know them well.  

Candy attended regularly with a 
group of friends.  She had a quiet 
demeanor but she never had a 
positive response to the Gospel that 
was presented to her many times.  
In March 2019, Candy stopped 
attending FLC.  The story is that she 
allowed bad company into her home 
and she was evicted due to partying 
and drug use.  The next dwelling 
place did not last long either.  As 
her drug use increased, she lost 
her children and became homeless.  
When she received government 
money due to covid, she spent it 



towards completion of their courses 
within the required amount of time.  
Working with volunteers takes time 
but is worth the effort – please pray 
for more helpful volunteers.  This 
includes the need for volunteers to 
help with a major provincial initiative 
called MALLA - Manitoba Adult 
Learner Literacy Assessment. Please 
pray for me to consider how to apply 
MALLA most helpfully.

At a recent professional development 
session, we discussed the need for 
discernment.  In this age of social 
media, when social media platforms 
select content – even spiritual 
content – based on our initial and 
frequent choices.  A consequence 
of this can be that it is very easy 
to surround oneself with online 
resources that offer one-sided or 
incomplete considerations.  It is 
so important for all of us to have 
knowledge that comes straight from 
the Bible, so that the Holy Spirit 
can enlighten our understanding 
with His truth.  To that end, we will 
continue to invite our students to 
read directly from the Bible – during 
our daily in-class devotion times 
and in our Wednesday chapel times.  
We will continue to post scripture 
above the coffee station and take the 
opportunities that arise during class 

discussions to point our students 
towards God’s Word. Please pray 
that students will be prompted to 
share from their heart and pray for 
their own needs and for each other.
 
It was great to meet so many of you at 
the October 14 banquets.  I recognize 
that many people reading this may 
have been unable to attend – your 
prayers and support are not taken for 
granted!  That said, I found this team 
building event to be valuable for many 
reasons.  I trust that through more 
events like that, or by way of the UGM 
‘Our Father Who Art in Heaven’ video, 
or newsletters like this, that you will 
be blessed and hopeful as we look 
into the next decade towards UGM 
reaching its 100th year of witness for 
Jesus and service to the least, the last 
and the lost. 

The picture below was taken at 
a bonfire on October 2nd, which I 
hosted at my home, for Faith Adult 
Learning Centre students and staff. A 
guest speaker delivered a wonderful 
meditation on Psalm 23 and I trust 
that over the course of this next year/
decade, we will all experience and 
affirm God’s guidance and guarding in 
every way!

Gerald Dahl, Principal

Intern through Millar 
College

Hello!  I am Karis and I am currently 
interning at the Charis Centre through 
Millar College of the Bible.  If you 
are reading this, that means you 
may have a bit of an interest in what 
the Lord is doing through the Charis 
Centre.  In that case, then that’s 
great because God is doing some 
amazing things at the Charis Centre 
and we as a staff at Charis Centre are 
thrilled and humbled to be a small 
part of God’s plan for the ladies here.  
God is doing amazing things in the 
lives of these ladies.  These ladies 
have experienced and done things 
that I cannot even imagine.  They 
come from very dark worlds where 
Satan’s lies run rampant.  Yet, these 
ladies have somehow ended up at 
Charis Centre which has led many 
of them to the foot of the cross of 
Jesus Christ. Many lives truly have 
been transformed and I know that 
God is not finished with them.  These 
eighteen ladies are only eighteen 
stories out of how many in Winnipeg?  
Hundreds.  There are hundreds of 
people facing the same if not worse 
things than these residents.  The 
cycle of addiction is horrendous 
and seemingly hopeless.  Nothing is 
impossible with God though and he 
has brought many out of that cycle 
and has brought them to Himself. 

One resident in particular had been a 
unique example of God’s transforming 
work.  Angelina comes from a rough 
home life and unfortunately, made 
home life hard for her kids.  Through 
a series of circumstances, she is now 

here at the Charis Centre.  God has 
taken a hold of her heart stronger 
than anything in her past did.  She has 
surrendered to Christ and dedicates 
much of her time to studying God’s 
Word, memorizing Scripture, asking 
questions and even started a prayer 
group with a few other ladies at the 
Centre.  Angelina is far from perfect 
and still has her daily struggles.  Yet, 
she is striving, learning and growing, 
which is all God ever asks of any of us. 

Over these past few months, I have 
realized that you or I are not so 
different from these women.  All are 
born into sin. Sin corrupts everyone 
and everything.  All fall short of 
God’s glory because of sin and yet 
God offers salvation, grace, and 
forgiveness to you, these women, and 
me.  No one is too far gone for God’s 
grace because no one is deserving of 
God’s grace in the first place – that’s 
the amazing thing about grace, God 
still offers it.  Jesus truly is the only 
means of salvation and He alone 
is the Light that can overcome the 
darkness of Winnipeg and the world.

“In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.”  John 1:4-5

God is Near to the 
Broken-Hearted

“Give thanks to the Lord and 
proclaim his greatness. Let the whole 
world know what He has done.” 
Psalm 105:1 

6	 VOICES & PRAYER WARRIORS 	 FALL 2023	 7



Throughout this past year, my 
father, who is currently seventy-
five years old, was diagnosed was 
cancer. During this same time, my 
younger sister was also diagnosed 
with cancer.  This, along with the 
war causing much grief and sadness 
in my homeland, has made life a big 
struggle. 

For a long time, I felt as if a very 
dark and heavy cloud covered our 
hearts and home.  As a family, we 
cried out to God, we prayed for help 
and knowledge in our time of need.  
Under His mercy, He heard our cries. 
Though I know this struggle we 
call “life” is far from over yet, I find 
comfort in knowing there is a Father 
up above that loves and cares about 
us.  My heart is at peace knowing 
there is a God that always has and 
always will be there by our side to 
help us when we fall.  He is here now, 
and He will be here always. 

I thank God for all the individuals 
that came to me with love in their 
hearts and prayers in mind.  I thank 
Him for giving my father the strength 
he needed to get better.  Despite the 
two strenuous surgeries he endured, 
he is improving a little more each 
and every day, and I can only pray 
and hope the same will be said for 
my sister and homeland.  I thank God 
for everything He has provided me 
with, and I pray He continues to have 
mercy and bless every single one of 
the people in my life.

Lyuda Dochynets,
Charis Case Manager

C H A R I S  C E N T R E  - 
W O M E N ’ S  A D D I C T I O N 
P R O G R A M____________________

“Never be lazy, but work hard and 
serve the Lord enthusiastically.” 
Romans 12:11

Amber has been at Charis since 
March of 2022.  She graduated in 
April 2023, but instead of going right 
into the second stage, she requested 
to do the Heart program over again.  
Though Amber worked hard, the 
drugs had done a toll on her brain 
making her understanding of the 
material first time round limited. 

Praise God her engagement second 
time round demonstrated incredible 
healing and growth with her adding 
valuable insights to the class 
discussions.  This fall when Amber 
finished most of the classes and had 
more free time, she was eager to put 
her free time to good use and applied 
for the UGM internship.

Sometimes paper work and finalizing 
duties for an internship can take 
a while, but Amber used every 
opportunity to remind staff that she 
was eager to get to work and wanted 
to start as soon as possible.  She 
was accepted for the internship and 
enthusiastically began serving here at 
Charis in October, working alongside 
the Daytime Resident Support 
Workers. 

The joy and satisfaction on Amber’s 
face is very evident.

Freda Klassen, Recovery Chaplain

Please pray for Amber that her 
enthusiasm for the Lord will far 
exceed her enthusiasm for the 
internship work and that she would 
continue growing in, and bring praise 
to, the Lord.

Please pray for the Women in the 
Addiction Program:

Karen, Emily, Ann, Delima, Tyana, 
Marlene, Amber, Shannon, Darlene, 
Nichole, Daphne, Erin, Samantha, 
Jullian, Danielle, Angelina, Vanessa & 
Savannah

Please pray for Ann’s family and 
reunification with her children.

Testimony of Healing

I give God the glory for restoring my 
hearing, which went overnight.  I 
woke up one morning to profound 
hearing loss in my left ear and the 
loudest tinnitus roaring sound that I 
thought would drive me insane.  

One morning during the message at 
a church, God touched my heart in 
a unique way.  I sensed His tangible 
presence and that night I remember 
for the first time in months, I could 
hear the fan through my bad ear 
and as days progressed, the roaring 
ceased!  Praise God!

Darlene Clark,
Charis Recovery Counsellor

Testimony of a Resident 
at Charis Centre - By Tania K.

Today has been 3 months since I took 
a leap of faith, but not in a religious 
sense.  Drugs and homelessness had 
taken everything from me and driven 
me to insanity.  I had nowhere left to 
turn and no one left to trust.  First, 
I threw my phone over, I could have 
called someone for help, but I was 
done.  Defeated. Depressed.  After I 
threw my phone over, I threw myself 
over.  I felt myself drowning for a few 
seconds, my lungs filling with water, 
my body being summersaulted from 
the current.  I had attempted to end 
my life.  It was when I resurfaced that 
reality hit me.  It didn’t work.  I was 
still alive and still stuck with the same 
problems.  Something carried me in 
the water that day.  I barely had to 
tread to stay upright.  The current 
down there was strong but it wasn’t 
strong enough.

From here, I began to undergo 
treatment from a psychiatric facility, 
to my own accord.  From there I 
transferred myself to a 1-year drug 
rehabilitation center where everything 
started to come together.  I began to 
get my Metis status, doctors, dental, 
financial stability, stable and affordable 
housing, ID’s and medications.  Things 
that aren’t materialistic started to 
develop as well; grace, comfort, self 
love, self respect and patience.  I am 
truly grateful for all of it and a second 
chance at life.  By the time I turned 
around and seen all that God had done 
for me, I was amazed and extremely 
grateful.  At Charis, I found hope and 
God and a chance at a new life.
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Please pray for the men in the 
Addiction Recovery Program:
Ken, Kelly, Donald, Tyler, Joshua, 
Dale, Clark, Matt, Marc, Robert, Chris, 
Kirby, Luke, Rob, Adam, Cory, Abram, 
Joe, Justin, Raymond, Matthew, & 
David

It Hurts Us All - Drug 
Abuse is a Crime

Time:  06.50 hours – Tuesday October 
10, 2023. 

Temp:  -2 Degrees C

Location: A 25-Meter radius of UGM, 
320 Princess Street

Scene:  Dark.  Two persons 
sleeping beside our building, no 
roof overhead.  Two tents on the 
sidewalk, on Princess Street opposite 
our neighbours.  One tent has a fire 
burning inside. There is plenty of 
vehicular and foot traffic, this early 
in the morning.  Needles of death 
are scattered where Henry Avenue 
crosses Princess Street.

Action:  To don blue plastic gloves 
and very gingerly collect the used 
needles of death.  There were, 
horrifyingly 31 needles.  Yes, 
thirty-one!

Reaction:  To be appalled.  To hurt 
for the 31 recipients of the opioids 
plunged into the bodies of recipients. 
Creations of Jesus that the Creator 
had knit together in their mother’s 
womb, regardless of the circum-
stance of inception (Psalm 139 v 13).  
Someone’s dad, mom, brother, sister, 
boyfriend, girlfriend, the list goes on.  
The passersby …do just that… pass 
by.  The traffic, despite their lights 
falling on the needles, continues on.  
The people in the tents, the people 
sleeping on the sidewalks are largely 
anonymous, but not to Jesus.  Each 
one is known to Him and precious in 
His sight.

Then comes the anger. Anger at 
the purveyors and dealers of drugs.  
Anger at a clueless world that seems 
to facilitate drug addiction.  Feeds 
it almost!  Then the hurt again.  
Those who are caught “jonesing” 
(desperately seeking another high or 
extreme low).  To forget.  Hurt.

Painful Encounter:  Later that 
morning a beautiful young mom we 
have gotten to know stops by to visit.  
A former man in the program is her 
common law husband.  Frequent 
visitors to the door, they are trapped 

“Now to Him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we 
can ask or imagine, according to His 
power at work within us.”  Ephesians 
3:20

“When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they will not overflow you; 
when you walk through the fire, you 
will not be burned, neither will the 
flame kindle on you.”  Isaiah 43:2

M E N ’ S  A D D I C T I O N 
P R O G R A M____________________
Road Trip

Do you remember those long 
sleepless road trips you took as young 
men or women?  The sleepless nights.  
The coffee.  The rest stops along the 
highway.  The songs on the radio.  The 
most amazing and intense conver-
sations? 

One of our residents was facing an 
old court case in Saskatoon and 
had to find a way to get there.  The 
problem was that the only bus leaving 
for Saskatchewan left on a Friday and 
the court date was for Wednesday, 
which would leave our resident 
homeless on the streets of Saskatoon 
for several days.  

After several hours on the phone, we 
could not locate any social organi-
zations willing to house him safely 
on a temporary basis.  I cannot 
emphasize enough the dangers of this 
situation.  The gentleman was 

so new in his recovery that to spend 
any time on the street meant a 
certain relapse into his addiction, if 
not something worse.  In fact, I was 
certain if he got on the bus, I would 
never see him alive again.  That is not 
an overstatement. 

In a moment of clarity, I believe 
the Spirit of God had me call the 
residents lawyer in Saskatoon. 
“He will be in court on Wednesday 
because God wants me to drive him 
there.”  Surprised, the lawyer asked 
me if I was sure.  Shocked that I had 
offered, I said “Yes. Completely sure.”  
The lawyer then offered to call me 
right back.  5 minutes later he called 
and said, “We don’t do this, but 
my firm has decided that if you are 
willing to drive your resident the 8 
hours to Saskatoon for court, we will 
pay all the expenses for the trip!” The 
lawyer had been touched by God! 

At 1am on Wednesday, we left for 
Saskatoon.  Hours in the car led to 
the most incredible spirit led conver-
sations and prayers. After breakfast 
in Saskatoon, we arrived at the 
court.  At 10am on the same day, 
the judge threw the case against 
him out of court and dismissed all 
charges. After a hearty lunch, 8 hours 
on the road back to Winnipeg, and 
even more praiseworthy conver-
sation, we returned to Union Gospel 
Mission 320 Princess St. praising God 
and giving Him glory for the most 
amazing 24-hour road trip we had 
ever experienced at the hands of the 
Almighty!  

Edward Buller,
Princess Street Centre Manager

A tough curb “Pillow” for sleeping!
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in an endless cycle of ‘using’.  Today 
her two kids are with her.  Other 
times they are with CFS.  Back and 
forth.  She talks “I simply cannot 
resist crystal meth.  I see a needle; I 
have to inject meth into me.  There 
seems no option.  It has an iron grip 
on me”.  Tears come to the heart.  
“Do you know Jesus?” she is asked.  
She says ‘yes”.  The reply to her 
is  “then before you plunge a needle 
into your body of possible death to 
yourself, remember that Jesus took 
the cruel nails of certain death that 
pierced His body, so that you might 
live“.  More discussion followed.  
Prayer.

Solution:  Nobody but Jesus. Your 
love and prayers. Nobody but Jesus!

S T R E E T  M I N I S T R Y____________________
A Book Like No Other

Richard comes to Chapel every night.  
He is only thirty years old but already 
has experienced the frightening 
reality of homelessness.  His heart 
is heavy with the weight of his past 
mistakes and does his best to fight off 
the darkening clouds of depression 
that threaten to overwhelm him.

He volunteered at the UGM thanks-
giving banquet just for something 
to do.  Something stirred inside of 
him as he worked alongside staff 
and volunteers.  For the first time 
in his life, he saw faith in action.  
The delicious food and the warm 
atmosphere were great but there was 
something else, something deeper 
that he sensed in the place that was 
missing in his own life.  As we sat 
together and talked, he began to 
open up about the turmoil he was 
experiencing inside.

He grew up in a works-based church 
and experienced a lifetime of feeling 
unworthy and unable to satisfy this 
demanding God.  Feeling discouraged 
and disillusioned, his life drifted 
towards drugs and alcohol.  This 
seemed to be the answer at first, 
but soon he was left with the same 
emptiness as before, only now he 
was broke and homeless as well.  
Desperate, he asked his Mom for a 
Bible but was told that the church did 
not hand out Bibles randomly, they 
had to be earned. 

I encouraged Richard to continue 
searching and his eyes lit up as I 

handed him a Bible.  He assured me 
that the Bible was a book like no 
other and he knew that he would 
find the answers he was looking for.  I 
was truly humbled by this experience 
and blessed to be able to share God’s 
word with my friend and brother in 
Christ.

George Nickel, Chaplain

Prayer requests from our street 
guests coming through our doors.  
Jesus knows each one and their 
needs!
•	Flint and girl friend, Chrissie, 

Jessica, Alvin, Jay, 
•	Tilo, Curtis, Calvin, Rowan, Vernon, 

Levi, Elvis, 
•	Steve, Frenchie, Alf, Mark, Jack, 

Andrew, JJ, Donna, 
•	Tara, Crystal, Shane, Lisa, Mark, 

Alex, Darius, Walter, 
•	Donelda, Sunshine, Chris, Andrew, 

Mark, Justin, Daniel, 
•	Waylan, Michael, Clara, Jay, Dorian, 

Yvette, Candace, 
•	Jerrod, Freshie, Frank and daughter, 

and Leonard.

Pick Up the Phone

It was nearing the end of a long 
challenging day when my phone 
rang.  I didn’t recognize the number 
and was about to let the call go to 
voicemail when something (I believe 
it was the Holy Spirit) prompted me 
to answer my cell phone.

“Hello.” “Hi. May I speak with Ed?” 
“This is Ed” “Hi Ed.  You probably 
won’t remember me, but my name 

is John, (not his real name).  We met 
a year ago when I dropped by Union 
Gospel Mission. I was addicted and 
needed help.  I asked you to pray with 
me that I would be able to get into 
Detox.”

Note: Detox is a 10 – 14-day program 
in Winnipeg where addicted men and 
women go to get drugs/alcohol out of 
their system before entering longer 
term treatment.

“Ed, I got into detox almost right 
away!  Then I got into treatment. 
Now I am in a Sober Living House and 
I have been sober for one year!  It’s 
been bugging me for months to call 
you and let you know I didn’t die!”  
We talked for a while, and I said a 
joyful goodbye to John, inviting him 
to call or come by for coffee anytime.  
I spent the rest of my day praising the 
Lord!

These are the kinds of miracles I see 
every week at Union Gospel Mission. 
Thank you for your prayers, because 
they literally save the lives of people 
like John!

Edward Buller,
Princess Street Centre Manager

Two Sundays and Two 
Strays

This little kitten had come through 
our yard several times during the 
summer months.  Each attempt 
to gain her trust was met with her 
running away under the neighbour’s 
stairs. However, on this Sunday, on 

    

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A tough curb “Pillow” for sleeping! 

Something “comforting” sleeping by 
the wall of 320 Princess! 

Something “comforting” sleeping by 
the wall of 320 Princess! 
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the last long weekend of summer, 
my daughter’s cat call peaked her 
attention and she timidly came 
towards us.  It only took a few strokes 
and some dry cat food to gain her 
affection. She never left our yard that 
beautiful summer night. She curled 
up on a chair next to my husband as 
he watched baseball and I worked 
around our yard. It was late when 
we went in, leaving our stray friend 
sleeping soundly.  Expecting her to 
be gone in the morning, she was not. 
Little Sadie made her way into our 
hearts and home.  
 
Every week my husband and I pick 
up three sisters, whom I have known 
since they were young, and bring 
them to church with us. They live 
in a very difficult part of Winnipeg. 
The Sunday after Sadie joined us, we 
were dropping them off, as we always 
do, behind their house. Behind their 
garage sat a woman, with a colourful 
scarf on her head, weeping into her 
hands.  I walked the girls into their 
home and went back to check on 
the lady. As I approached her I asked 
if she was okay and if I could help. 
As she looked up from her hands, 
the scarf fell back off her head and 
I stepped back in shock. Her head 
was shaved and her face was full of 
sores. She was gaunt and filthy and 
reminded me of pictures of people 
in concentration camps. What I 
thought was her sitting surrounded 
by garbage was actually her sitting 
surrounded by her possessions.  
I could tell, by her responses to my 
questions, that she did not trust me. 
My presence annoyed her. I gave her 
some food and left her, asking the 
Lord to protect her.  

As I met with the Lord the next 
morning I continued to petition for 
this lady. I looked down at Sadie who 
was curled up and content beside me 
and thought, “Two Sundays and two 
strays.”  A stray?  Who was I to call 
a human being, one so desperately 
in need, a stray?  I was ashamed of 
myself. Ashamed and wondered why 
it was so easy to take in a homeless 
cute kitten but so difficult, and scary, 
to approach a homeless and broken 
person. 
 
As I pondered these “Two Sundays“, 
I thanked the Lord for His work at 
UGM. After many years, 320 Princess 
is now fully staffed with daytime, 
evening, and weekend missionaries, 
providing Winnipeg’s street 
community with a loving, safe and 
consistent environment and most 
importantly, God’s Word, which gives 
hope. In addition, praise God, where 
we as human beings fail, His hope 
never does, nor does it disappoint.  

Jo-Anne Scott, Office Manager

Follow UGM on social media: 

Union Gospel Mission Winnipeg

ugmwinnipeg

UGM Winnipeg

Union Gospel Mission Winnipeg

Spending of funds is confined 
to Board Approved Programs 
and Purchases. Each gift that is 
designated toward an approved 
program will be used as designated, 
with the understanding that when 
any given need has been met, 
or cannot be completed for any 
reason determined by the Board, 
designated gifts will be used 
where needed most. Gifts are 
acknowledged and receipted with an 
official receipt for tax purposes.

Donations to Union Gospel Mission
can be mailed to:
P.O. Box 1073, STN Main
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 2X4

Community Christmas Dinner
Saturday, December 30th

We will be serving over 300 guests 
a delicious Turkey Dinner. We 
need your help in hosting this 

event:

- 20 Volunteers needed 
from 9:30am to 12:30pm

- 20 Volunteers needed 
from 10:30am to 2:00pm

If you can help, please contact 
Rosanne at 204-943-9904 ext. 226.

FALL VIDEOS
May we invite you to consider viewing the following videos?
1 - To view online our recent and superbly attended Winnipeg 

Banquets.  Music, ministry, testimony, sharing and celebration of all that 
Jesus has, is and will be doing!

2 - To consider viewing our latest Video released October 21st, entitled “Our 
Father Who Art in Heaven”.  Just 22 minutes long, but we trust God 
honouring in its content.

Go to www.gospelmission.ca to view these videos
We are raising funds right now and are excited to tell you that ALL donations 
are being matched (doubled for every dollar given), until November 11th, if 
marked “ Video”.  We would be failing in our duty if we did not tell you that 
the need to share Jesus has become increasingly more urgent as addictions to 
drugs and bewilderment at life has escalated. We need more volunteers and 
constant fervent prayers please!




